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TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS 
OF  THE  WOKINGHAM  BOROUGH  AND 
WOKINGHAM  RURAL  DISTRICT  JOINT 
PUBLIC  HEALTH  COMMITTEE. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Mr.  Mayor  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  the  Annual  Report  for  1961.  This 
is  the  first  Annual  Report  for  the  Wokingham  Municipal  Borough 
and  the  Wokingham  Rural  District.  They  became  separate 
units  administered  by  a  Joint  Public  Health  Committee  following 
the  sub-division  of  the  East  Berks  United  Sanitary  Districts  at 
the  end  of  1960. 

The  new  Joint  Public  Health  Committee  was  constituted  by 
an  agreement  made  between  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Burgesses 
of  the  Borough  of  Wokingham,  the  Rural  District  Council  of 
Wokingham  and  the  Council  of  the  Royal  County  of  Berkshire 
on  31st  December,  1960. 

The  combined  Districts  cover  an  area  of  44,232  acres.  The 
population  of  the  area  as  a  whole  was  63,800,  an  increase  of  3,080 
(or  5.1'%)  over  1960.  The  natural  increase,  i.e.,  excess  of  births 
over  deaths,  during  the  year  was  581.  The  balance  of  2,499  ap¬ 
pears  to  represent  a  migration  of  new  families  into  the  area,  a 
trend  which  shows  every  sign  of  continuing. 

In  Wokingham  Borough  the  increase  can  be  explained  by 
the  expansion  of  light  industries,  and  the  fact  that  it  is  a  very 
popular  residential  area  within  easy  reach  of  London  and  Reading. 

In  the  Borough,  145  new  houses  were  completed  during  the 
year,  and  there  are  plans  for  considerable  development  in  the  im¬ 
mediate  future.  But  housing  still  presents  a  major  problem  and 
will  continue  to  remain  one  for  some  time  to  come.  There  are 
over  400  applicants  on  the  Council’s  housing  list  and  175  unfit 
houses  to  be  dealt  with  under  the  Housing  Acts.  This  steady 
growth  has  necessitated  expansion  and  modernisation  of  the  exist¬ 
ing  sewage  works  and  there  are  plans  in  preparation  for  this 
scheme. 

In  the  Wokingham  Rural  District  an  even  greater  increase  in 
the  population  is  taking  place,  especially  in  the  parishes  of  Wood- 
ley  and  Earley,  which  border  on  the  Reading  County  Borough.  As 
a  result,  the  housing  problem  remains  acute  despite  the  new 
development  which  is  going  on.  There  are  543  applicants  on  the 
Council’s  housing  list  and  145  unfit  houses  awaiting  statutory 
procedure. 

The  problem  of  caravans  in  the  Rural  District  has  occupied 
a  great  deal  of  the  Department’s  time.  The  increased  population, 
shortage  of  housing  and  the  over-spill  from  Reading  and  elsewhere 
has  forced  this  method  of  living  on  those  who  cannot  afford  to 
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purchase  their  own  houses  and  who  see  no  prospect  of  obtaining 
Council  accommodation. 

The  Caravan  Sites  Control  and  Development  Act,  1960,  has 
enabled  improvements  to  be  made  in  this  type  of  living  and  the 
Council  are  wisely  developing  two  of  their  own  sites,  which  will 
ultimately  provide  accommodation  for  167  caravans.  This  will 
relieve  some  of  the  worst  housing  cases,  and  also  enable  unsuitable 
sites  to  be  closed  down  where  “running  down’’  licences  are  in 
operation.  The  basis  of  good  family  living  is  the  home.  Physical 
and  mental  illnesses,  particularly  in  children,  so  often  result  from 
bad  housing  conditions.  For  some,  caravan  accommodation  is  the 
only  means  of  maintaining  the  family  unit,  but  it  is  a  temporary 
expedient  and  permanent  housing  accommodation  is  the  goal. 

Main  drainage  in  the  Rural  District  is  proceeding,  but  there 
are  still  over  3,500  cesspools  and  septic  tanks,  some  of  which  create 
serious  problems  during  the  vs^inter  months  because  of  the  high 
water  table.  For  instance,  serious  nuisances  have  arisen  in  the 
California  area  where  a  new  development  took  place  with  septic 
tank  drainage.  The  Council  had  refused  planning  permission  here 
until  main  drainage  was  available,  but  an  appeal  to  the  Ministry 
of  Housing  and  Local  Government  was  allowed.  However,  further 
development  in  this  area  was  later  refused  on  appeal. 

VITAL  STATISTICS. 

The  vital  statistics  are  satisfactory  and  compare  favourably 
with  the  national  average  for  England  and  Wales,  1960. 

In  the  combined  area  there  were  1,256  live  births  (19.7  per 
1,000  population).  Deaths  from  all  causes  totalled  675  (10.7  per 
1,000  population). 

There  were  28  infant  deaths  representing  an  infant  mortality 
rate  of  22.3  per  1,000  live  births.  The  national  figure  for  England 
and  Wales  was  25.2. 

Still  births  numbered  19,  giving  a  still-birth  rate  of  14.9  per 
1,000  live  births.  This  compares  very  favourably  with  the  rate  for 
England  and  Wales  which  was  19.8,  the  lowest  rate  ever  reached. 
There  were  no  maternal  deaths. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

TUBERCULOSIS. 

Thirteen  cases  of  respiratory  tuberculosis  were  notified  during 
the  year.  The  same  number  occurred  in  1960.  There  was  one 
death  due  to  this  disease. 

These  figures  are  low  and  may  give  rise  to  complacency,  but 
they  are  sufficient  to  indicate  that  tuberculosis  is  a  disease  that  is 
still  with  us.  An  all-out  drive  at  each  Mass  Radiography  Cam¬ 
paign  to  obtain  better  attendances  is  a  necessary  step  towards 
eradication  of  this  disease. 
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MEASLES. 

A  particularly  heavy  outbreak  of  measles  occurred.  This  co¬ 
incided  with  the  biennial  rise  which  the  country  experienced  as  a 
whole.  In  all  940  cases  were  notified  as  compared  with  14  during 
1960.  In  the  Rural  District  the  outbreak  started  in  February, 
reaching  its  peak  during  April,  May  and  June.  In  the  Borough 
the  number  of  monthly  notifications  were  irregular,  but  the  high¬ 
est  incidence  occurred  towards  the  end  of  the  year.  The  disease 
was  mild  in  character  with  few  complications  and  no  deaths. 

POLIOMYELITIS  AND  DIPHTHERIA. 

No  cases  of  poliomyelitis  and  no  cases  of  diphtheria  were  noti¬ 
fied. 

The  immunisation  campaign  against  poliomyelitis  continued 
during  1961.  But  as  this  disease  becomes  controlled  there  will  be 
the  danger  of  the  same  complacency  that  has  been  shown  with 
diphtheria.  It  is,  therefore,  essential  that  propaganda  and  health 
education  to  encourage  immunisation  against  these  two  diseases 
should  be  vigorously  continued. 

FOOD  POISONING. 

Nine  cases  of  food  poisoning  were  notified.  These  were  spora¬ 
dic  salmonella  infections.  Each  case  was  carefully  investigated, 
but  in  none  of  the  cases  was  the  source  of  infection  found. 

DYSENTERY. 

One  hundred  and  eighteen  cases  were  notified.  A  heavy  out¬ 
break  of  Sonne  dysentery,  which  reached  epidemic  proportions, 
occurred  in  the  Woodley  area  in  connection  with  two  schools.  It 
started  during  the  last  week  of  October  and  continued  until  the 
end  of  the  year.  There  were  112  cases  in  all. 

It  was  unfortunate  that  the  outbreak  was  well  advanced  be¬ 
fore  any  notifications  were  received.  The  first  indication  occurred 
when  an  investigation  of  family  contacts  took  place  following  a 
positive  result  from  a  routine  rectal  swab,  which  had  been  taken 
from  a  child  admitted  to  hospital  for  bronchitis.  Information  from 
the  parents  revealed  that  most  of  the  people  in  the  neighbourhood, 
especially  the  school  children,  had  been  suffering  from  diarrhoea. 
Further  investigation  revealed  the  true  nature  of  the  outbreak. 

The  general  practitioners  concerned  were  notified  and  asked 
to  report  all  cases  of  diarrhoea.  Hand-dipping  in  benzalkonium 
chloride  was  introduced  in  the  schools  concerned;  cases  were  ex¬ 
cluded  until  bacteriologically  free,  and  a  strict  check  was  kept  on 
absentee  children.  Each  case  was  visited  by  a  member  of  the 
Health  Staff  and  each  household  received  instructions  regarding 
hygiene  habits  and  precautions. 

Sensitivity  tests  were  carried  out  periodically.  The  organism 
was  resistant  to  the  sulphonamides  but  responded  well  to  oral 
streptomycin. 
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It  is  interesting  to  note  that  on  investigating  family  con¬ 
tacts  it  was  found  that  some  of  the  initial  cases,  who  had  not  been 
treated  with  the  appropriate  antibiotic,  were  still  excreting  Sonne 
organisms  up  to  three  months  after  the  original  attack. 

Dysentery  seems  to  be  endemic  in  this  area.  Although  it  is  a 
mild  disease  it  is  nevertheless  debilitating  and  causes  a  good  deal 
of  absenteeism  amongst  school  children.  Apart  from  the  normal 
hygiene  measures  it  would  appear  that  the  control  of  this  disease 
also  requires  early  recognition  and  treatment  with  the  appropriate 
antibiotic,  so  as  to  reduce  the  number  of  intermittent  and  chronic 
carriers. 


CANCER  OF  THE  LUNG  AND  BRONCHUS. 

The  number  of  deaths  from  cancer  of  the  lung  and  bronchus 
in  the  combined  area  recorded  during  the  year  was  23  which  repre¬ 
sents  3.4%  of  the  total  number  of  deaths  from  all  causes.  This 
compares  favourably  with  the  figure  of  4.2%  for  England  and 
Wales  as  a  whole  in  1960. 

When  one  considers  that  the  rate  in  1951  was  2.8'%  it  is  hoped 
that  the  present  intensive  publicity  campaign  against  smoking  will 
be  continued  and  will  in  time  reverse  this  upward  trend. 


May  I  conclude  by  expressing  my  appreciation  of  the  help  and 
encouragement  that  the  Chairmen  and  Members  of  the  Committees 
concerned  with  Public  Health  have  given  me  during  my  first  year 
with  them.  I  also  wish  to  thank  the  staff  of  the  two  Public  Health 
Departments,  and  in  particular  the  Chief  Health  Inspector  of  the 
Rural  District,  and  the  Health  Inspector  of  the  Borough,  for  the 
invaluable  assistance  they  have  given  me  throughout  the  year.  I 
would  also  like  to  thank  the  County  Medical  Officer  and  his  staff 
who  have  done  so  much  behind  the  scenes.  And  finally  I  must 
thank  my  medical  colleagues  for  their  help  and  co-operation  dur¬ 
ing  this  time. 

I  am. 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

C.  S.  PITT, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Council  Offices, 

Shute  End, 

Wokingham, 

Berkshire. 
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Wokingham  Municipal  Borough 


STATISTICS. 


Area  (in  acres) 

•••  ••• 

3,404 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  according  to  Rate 

Book  at  31st  March,  1962 

•••  ••• 

3,506 

Rateable  Value,  1st  April,  1962  ... 

•••  •••  ••• 

£170,018 

Product  of  a  Penny  Rate  ... 

••• 

£685 

Population  (estimated)  mid-year 

•••  •••  ••• 

11,470 

Live  Births : 

M 

F  Total 

Legitimate  ...  ...  82 

80  162 

Illegitimate  ...  ...  9 

4  13 

Total  ...  ...  91 

84  175 

Live  Birth  Rate  (actual)  (per  1,000  population) 

...  15.3 

Live  Birth  Rate  (corrected)  (per  1,000  population)  ... 

...  15.3 

Illegitimate  Live  Births  per  cent,  of  total  live  births 

7.4 

Still  Births : 

M 

F  Total 

3 

1  4 

Still  Birth  Rate  (per  1,000  live  and  still  births)  ... 

. . .  22.4 

Total  live  and  still  births  ... 

•••  •••  ••• 

...  179 

Infant  Deaths : 

M 

F  Total 

Legitimate  ...  ...  - 

1  1 

Illegitimate  ...  ...  - 

—  — 

Total  ...  ...  ...  — 

1  1 

Infant  Death  Rate  (per  1,000  live  births)  : 
Legitimate 
Illegitimate 

Total  ...  ...  ...  ... 


6.2 

0.0 

57 


Neo-natal  Death  Rate  (deaths  under  4  weeks  per  1,000  live 

I3 1  r  1 1^  ^)  ...  ...  ...  ...  •«.  ...  ...  5 . 

Early  neo-natal  death  rate  (deaths  under  1  week  per  1,000 

live  births)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5.7 

Perinatal  Death  Rate  (still  births  and  deaths  under  1  week 

combined  per  1,000  live  and  still  births)  ...  ...  27.9 

Maternal  Deaths  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil. 

Maternal  Death  Rate  (per  1,000  live  and  still  births)  ...  Nil. 


Deaths  (All  Causes)  : 

M  F  Total 

80  101  181 

Death  Rate  (actual)  (per  1,000  population)  .  15.8 

Death  Rate  (corrected)  (per  1,000  population)  .  10.1 


Wokingham  Municipal  Borough 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  (Other  than  TubercuUsis) 


Typhoid  Fever  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

Paratyphoid  Fever  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

Meningococcal  Infection  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

Scarlet  Fever  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Whooping  Cough  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Diphtheria  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

Erysipelas  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Smallpox  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

Measles  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  150 

Pneumonia  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Acute  Poliomyelitis : 

(a)  Paralytic  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

(b)  Non-paralytic  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

Food  Poisoning  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

Dysentery  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Puerpural  Pyrexia  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

NOTIFICATIONS  OF  TUBERCULOSIS 

Pulmonary  Non-Pulmonary 


Age  Groups. 
Under  5  years 
5-14  years 
15-24  „ 

25-44  „ 

45-64  „ 

65  and  over 


M. 


F. 

1 


1 


Totals 


1  1 


DEATH  RATES  (Per  1,000  population) 


Tuberculosis  : 

(a)  Respiratory  ...  ...  ...  .  ...  0.09 

(b)  Other  forms  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0.00 

(c)  All  forms  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0.00 

Typhoid  Fever  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0.00 

Paratyphoid  Fever  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0.00 

Whooping  Cough  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0.00 

Diphtheria  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0.00 

Influenza  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0.34 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  and  Polioencephalitis  ...  ...  ...  0.00 

Pneumonia  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0.95 

Measles  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0.00 


IMMUNISATION 

The  number  of  children  who  were  immunised  against  Diph¬ 
theria  and  Whooping  Cough  during  the  year  is  as  follows : — 
Diphtheria — 

Primary  injections  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  179 

Re-inforcing  injections  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  127 
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Wokingham  Municipal  Borough 


Whooping  Cough — 

Primary  injections  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  140 

Re-inforcing  injections  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  81 

The  number  of  people  vaccinated  against  Smallpox  during  the 
year  was : — 

Primary  Vaccinations  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  152 

Re-vaccinations  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  23 

The  number  of  children  and  adults  who  received  injections 
against  poliomyelitis  is  as  follows : — 

Age  Groups  1st  &  2nd  3rd  4th 


injiections 

injections 

injections 

6  mths-15  yrs. 

277 

194 

16-28yrs. 

79 

89 

29-41  yrs. 

250 

488 

42  and  over 

Children  5-12  years 

14 

7 

619 

CAUSES  OF  DEATH  IN  WOKINGHAM  BOROUGH,  1961, 


Causes  of  Death. 

Male 

Female 

All  Causes 

80 

101 

1.  Tuberculosis,  respiratory  . 

1 

— 

2.  Tuberculosis,  other  . 

— 

3.  Syphilitic  disease  . 

— 

— 

4.  Diphtheria  . 

— 

— 

5.  Whooping  Cough  . 

— 

— 

6.  Meningococcal  infections  . 

— 

— 

7.  Acute  poliomyelitis  . 

— 

— 

8.  Measles  . 

— 

9.  Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

— 

10.  Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach  . 

1 

5 

11.  Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 

4 

2 

12.  Malignant  neoplasm,  breast  . 

— 

2 

13.  Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus  . 

14.  Other  malignant  and  lymphatic 

— 

2 

neoplasms  . 

7 

9 

15.  Leukaemia,  Aleukaemia  . 

2 

16.  Diabetes  . 

17.  Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system  ... 

8 

23 

18.  Coronary  disease,  angina  . 

17 

6 

19.  Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

_ 

20.  Other  heart  diseases  . 

8 

17 

21.  Other  circulatory  diseases  . 

2 

11 

22.  Influenza  . 

3 

1 

23.  Pneumonia  . 

5 

6 

24.  Bronchitis  . 

4 

1 

25.  Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

2 

26.  Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

1 

27.  Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

28.  Nephritis  and  nephrosis  . 

29.  Hyperplasia  of  prostate  . 

1 

30.  Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

31.  Congenital  malformations  . 

32.  Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

8 

10 

33.  Motor  vehicle  accidents  . 

1 

34.  All  other  accidents . 

6 

3 

35.  Sbiicidc  •••  •••  •••  •••  •••  •••  ••• 

2 

36.  Homicide  and  operations  of  war 

— 

— 
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REPORT  OF  THE  BOROUGH  SURVEYOR. 

SEWERAGE  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL. 

I'he  modernisation  and  extension  of  the  Ashridge  Sewage 
Works  has  been  the  subject  of  much  negotiation  and  consideration 
by  the  Ministry’s  Engineers  during  the  year,  the  proposed  inclu¬ 
sion  of  a  heat  treatment  plant  for  sludge  disposal  being  a  major 
problem.  Guarantees  from  the  makers  have  now  been  received 
and  approved  by  the  Ministry  and  Council  and  it  is  hoped  1962  will 
see  final  approval  and  commencement  of  the  work. 

Extensions  to  the  public  sewers  in  Simons  Lane  and  Doles 
Lane  were  carried  out  in  1961,  enabling  premises  previously  using 
cesspools  to  have  main  drainage.  It  is  the  Council’s  policy  to  re¬ 
strain  development  as  far  as  possible  in  areas  where  main  sewers 
are  not  available. 

The  Council  also  made  arrangements  for  an  extensive  cleans¬ 
ing  of  sewers  to  improve  flows,  examination  and  improvement  of 
old  sewers  not  complying  with  modern  standards  are  also  dealt 
with  as  opportunity  arises. 

The  existing  sewage  works  although  overloaded  are  still  pro¬ 
ducing  reasonably  satisfactory  effluents. 

In  addition  to  the  extensions  to  the  public  sewers,  private 
building  estates  provide  sewers  to  the  Council  standards  and  these 
are  declared  public  sewers  at  the  conclusion  of  the  developments. 

SWIMMING  POOL 

The  Swimming  Pool  (Martin’s)  continued  to  be  a  popular  re¬ 
sort  both  for  residents  and  persons  in  the  neighbouring  areas.  A 
number  of  schools,  both  private  and  state,  attend  regularly  during 
the  school  terms.  Improvements  in  the  plant  and  new  cleansing 
apparatus  enabled  the  water  to  be  retained  at  a  high  standard. 

PARKS  AND  PLEASURE  GROUNDS 

No  additions  to  the  parks  or  pleasure  grounds  were  made 
during  the  year  but  the  Council  is  alive  to  the  needs  of  adding  to 
them  as  the  population  increases.  The  proposed  riverside  walk  is 
gradually  taking  shape  and  will  be  a  great  attraction  to  the 
Borough  when  it  materialises. 

HIGHWAYS 

The  highways  of  the  Borough  received  the  normal  mainten¬ 
ance  attention  and  in  addition  Langborough  Road  was  re-con¬ 
structed,  roads  in  the  Norrey’s  Barn  area  re-surfaced  and  the 
Denmark  Street  Car  Park,  housing  126  cars,  was  surfaced  and 
brought  into  full  use.  Surface  water  sewers  and  drainage  is  be¬ 
coming  a  problem  with  the  increasing  urbanisation  of  the  area 
and  extensive  schemes  for  new  sewers  are  to  be  laid  before  the 
Council  in  due  course. 
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PUBLIC  CLEANSING 

Increasing  population  and  labour  shortages  are  making  this 
service  difficult  to  maintain  to  the  Council's  satisfaction.  Organi¬ 
sation  and  Methods  Consultants  are  to  be  employed  to  advise  the 
Council  on  an  incentive  bonus  scheme.  Arrangements  have  been 
made  with  the  Wokingham  Rural  District  Council  to  dispose  of 
refuse  at  their  controlled  tip  at  Woodley. 

PUBLIC  CONVENIENCES 

The  Council  has  approved  schemes  for  the  modernisation  of 
the  conveniences  at  the  Town  Hall  and  the  erection  of  new  con¬ 
veniences  at  the  Denmark  Street  Car  Park. 

STREET  LIGHTING 

The  modern  system  of  sodium  lighting  has  been  extended  to 
the  new  building  estates,  both  Council  and  private,  and  small  exten¬ 
sions  have  been  made  on  existing  roads  where  new  buildings  justi¬ 
fy  such  a  course. 


HOUSING 

Private  building  in  the  Borough  continued  during  the  year  in 
spite  of  the  high  price  of  land. 

The  Council  continued  its  own  building  programme  for  slum 
clearance,  old  people’s  homes,  incoming  workers  and  general 
needs.  The  last  portion  of  land  at  Norrey’s  Barn  was  approved 
for  development  of  240  units,  and  to  facilitate  progress  a  “pack¬ 
age”  scheme  was  entered  with  a  local  builder,  the  sites  for  houses 
for  sale  were  completed  and  the  houses  occupied.  With  the  com¬ 
pletion  of  the  Norrey’s  Barn  estate  the  Council  will  have  to  enter 
the  open  market  for  land  if  building  is  to  continue  to  any  large 
extent. 


TOWN  PLANNING 

The  year  has  been  one  of  great  activity  including  the  first 
review  of  the  County  Development  Plan  and  Wokingham  Town 
Map.  The  number  of  applications  received  by  the  Council  indi¬ 
cate  the  popularity  of  the  Borough  as  a  residential  area  and  an 
important  key  town  in  the  general  expansion  in  this  part  of  the 
country. 


E.  F.  PRESSEY, 


Borough  Surveyor. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR. 


WATER  SUPPLY. 

Number  of  inspections  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  28 

Number  of  water  samples  taken  from  wells  ...  ...  ...  4 

Number  of  samples  from  Martin’s  Swimming  Pool  ...  30 

Number  of  samples  from  private  swimming  pools  ...  - 

Number  of  existing  premises  connected  to  main  water 

supply  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 


No  complaints  were  received  regarding  the  domestic  water 
which  is  supplied  to  the  Borough  by  the  Mid-Wessex  Water  Com¬ 
pany.  A  sample  taken  at  random  and  submitted  for  analysis  gave 


the  following  result : — 

Ammonia  saline  ... 

.  0.02 

Ammonia  “Albuminoid” 

.  0.01 

Permanganate  value  (15  minutes) 

.  0.3 

Permanganate  value  (4  hours) 

.  1.1 

Nitrogen  from  nitrites  ... 

...  Absent. 

Nitrogen  from  nitrates 

.  1.  6 

Chlorine 

.  89 

Total  Solid  Residue  . 

.  350 

Total  Hardness  (as  calcium  carbonate) 

•  •  • 

.  192 

Permanent  Hardness  (as  calcium  bicarbonate) 

.  40 

Lead 

...  Absent. 

Iron  in  solution  ... 

...  Absent. 

Total  iron 

...  Absent, 

Zinc 

...  Absent. 

Reaction  (pH  value) 

.  7.7 

Appearance 

•  •  • 

Clear  and  fresh. 

Sediment  ... 

... 

.  Nil. 

3,840  dwelling  houses  are  supplied  with  water  direct  from  the 
mains  and  as  reported  last  year  the  few  remaining  premises  rely¬ 
ing  solely  on  well  water  are  included  in  the  Council’s  slum  clear¬ 
ance  scheme. 

DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE. 

Number  of  samples  of  trade  effluent  taken  ...  ...  ...  4 

Number  of  samples  of  sewage  effluent  taken  ...  ...  ...  3 

All  four  trade  effluent  samples  gave  satisfactory  results. 

A  t3^pical  analysis  of  the  effluent  from  the  Ashridge  Works 
taken  during  April  was  as  follows  : — 


Ammoniacal  nitrogen  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  13.10 

Albuminoid  nitrogen  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3.28 

Nitrogen  from  nitrites  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1.0 

Nitrogen  from  nitrates  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6.5 

Permanganate  value  (3  minutes)  ...  ...  ...  ...  5.4 
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Permanganate  value  (4  hours)  ...  ...  ...  ...  16.0 

Biochemical  oxygen  demand  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  13.5 

(5  days  at  20°  C.) 

Total  Solids  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  760 

Solids  in  suspension  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  16 

Total  Volatile  on  ignition  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

Combined  Chlorine  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  150 

Reaction  (pH  value)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7.3 

Appearance  :  Yellow  slight  sediment. 

Odour :  Slight. 

This  sample  was  reported  as  of  satisfactory  quality. 


SANITARY  CONDITIONS. 

NOTICES  : 

No.  of  informal  notices  served  during  the  year  ...  20 

No.  of  informal  notices  complied  with  during  the  year  20 

No.  of  formal  notices  served  during  the  year  ...  ...  12 

No.  of  formal  notices  complied  with  during  the  year  12 

Legal  proceedings  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  - 

Work  done  by  Local  Authority  in  default 

COMPLAINTS  : 

No.  received  during  the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  60 


HOUSING. 

During  the  year  no  new  Council  accommodations  were  pro¬ 
vided  although  three  housing  schemes  were  commenced.  Of  the 
37  families  re-housed  into  re-lettings  3  were  from  houses  subject 
to  closing  or  demolition  orders,  the  remainder  from  either  the 
overcrowding,  medical  or  general  need  lists.  4  houses  were  added 
to  the  list  of  houses  subject  to  closing  or  demolition  orders.  Pri¬ 
vate  enterprise  completed  145  houses  or  flats  during  the  year. 

37  Improvement  Grants  were  approved  by  the  Council  of 
which  12  concerned  properties  which  had  previously  been  closed 
as  unfit.  Apart  from  the  improvement  works  in  these  12  cases 
extensive  re-construction  and  repair  work  was  carried  out.  The 
improvement  grant  scheme  proved  most  helpful  in  deciding  own¬ 
ers  to  carry  out  repairs  which  had  the  ultimate  result  in  salvaging 
worn  out  houses  and  keeping  some  of  the  character  of  the  town. 
68  visits  were  made  in  connection  with  proposed  improvement 
works  in  private  properties  and  improvement  and  repair  work  com¬ 
menced  on  18  of  the  CounciEs  older  properties. 

Council  houses  maintenance  which  was  dealt  with  by  the  de¬ 
partment  resulted  in  the  issuing  to  local  builders  of  720  orders  for 
various  small  items  of  repair.  350  visits  were  made  to  Council 
houses  in  connection  with  these  repairs  and  other  estate  manage¬ 
ment  matters. 
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MOVEABLE  DWELLINGS. 

The  number  of  moveable  dwellings  in  the  district  reduced 
during  the  year  due  to  the  more  positive  control  powers  available 
under  the  provisions  of  the  Caravan  Sites  and  Control  of  Develop¬ 
ment  Order,  1960.  The  removal  of  five  caravans  was  effected  by 
informal  notice  under  this  Order.  The  remaining  caravans  have 
limited  planning  permission  with  the  exception  of  one  small  site 
which  the  Council  decided  to  acquire  subject  to  satisfactory  pur¬ 
chasing  conditions. 

EOOD  INSPECTION. 

Two  cases  of  unsound  food  being  sold  were  reported  to  the 
Council.  In  each  case  it  was  decided  that  there  were  elements 
which  did  not  justify  proceedings  being  taken.  No  complaints 
were  received  regarding  the  unsoundness  of  tinned  food  and  the 
general  level  of  quality  in  foodstuff's  continued  to  rise. 
Request  visits  to  examine  doubtful  stocks  resulted  in  certificates 
of  surrender  being  issued  and  the  foods  in  question  were  disposed 


of  in  the  Council’s  refuse  tip. 

No.  of  request  visits 

30 

No.  of  certificates  issued 

19 

Fresh  meat 

31  lbs. 

Tinned  fruit 

11  tins 

Offal  . 

6  lbs. 

Tinned  meats 

54  tins 

Shell  Fish 

1  stone 

Fish  . 

3  stone 

FOOD  PREMISES. 

Number  of  Food  Premises  by  type  of  business  at 

the  end  of 

the  year : — 

General  Grocers  and  Provision  Dealers  ...  ...  ...  41 


Greengrocers  and  Emit  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Fishmongers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Butchers’  Shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Bakers  and  Confectioners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Fried  Fish  Shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Licensed  Premises,  Clubs,  Restaurants,  Cafes,  vSnack 

Bars,  etc.  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  33 

Off  Licences  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

The  following  table  shows  the  details  for  which  it  was  neces¬ 
sary  to  serve  informal  notices  during  the  year: — 

Want  of  cleanliness  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Supply  of  hot  water  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Soap  and  towels  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Decorating  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Structural  Defects  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 
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Bins 

Miscellaneous 


•  •  • 


•  •  • 


9 

1 


No  complaints  were  received  from  any  source  during  the  year 
on  the  standard  of  hygiene  in  all  types  of  food  premises. 


MILK  AND  DAIRIES. 


All  milk  in  the  Borough  was  sold  under  special  designations. 
The  following  table  gives  details  of  samples  of  milk  sent  for 
examination  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory: — 

Number  of  Number 


Samples. 

Methylene  Blue  .  ...  6 

Phosphatase  Test  ...  ...  6 

Turbidity  ...  ...  ...  ...  - 

All  samples  gave  satisfactory  results. 


Satisfactory. 

6 

6 


Number  of  registered  distributors  operating  from  : — 

(a)  Dairies  in  the  district  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

(b)  Shops  in  the  district  other  than  dairies  ...  ...  4 

(c)  Premises  outside  the  district  ...  ...  ...  2 

Licencing  of  special  designations  was  transferred  during  the 
year  to  the  County  Council  who  are  the  Food  and  Drugs  Authority 
for  the  Borough. 


SHOPS  ACT,  1952. 

The  Council  continued  as  a  Shops  Act  Authority  and  is  re¬ 
sponsible  for  the  health  and  comfort  of  shop  assistants  and  clos¬ 
ing  hours.  As  has  been  customary  over  the  years  no  difficulty  is 
found  in  enforcing  closing  hours  but  the  usual  difficulties  were  en¬ 
countered  in  illegal  Sunday  trading.  The  long  awaited  amend¬ 
ments  to  the  legislation  relating  to  shop  and  office  workers  has  a 
sobering  effect  on  activities  in  the  field  of  provision  of  general 
amenities  for  shop  workers. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 

Thirty  visits  were  paid  in  connection  with  infectious  disease 
and  disinfection  carried  out  in  one  case. 

DISINFESTATIONS. 

Twelve  visits  were  made  to  verminous  houses  and  disinfesta¬ 
tion  work  carried  out  at  seven  premises. 

RODENT  CONTROL. 

During  the  year  the  Council  purchased  a  light  vehicle  for  use 
of  the  Rodent  Operator  and  decided  that  he  would  work  with  the 
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vehicle  half-time  on  Rodent  Control  and  half-time  on  the  High¬ 
ways  Section  of  the  Borough’s  activities. 

The  work  carried  out  by  the  operator — 

Total  properties  inspected  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  580 

Number  of  infestations  found-rats  ...  ...  ...  170 

Number  of  infestations  found-mice  ...  ...  ...  63 

Number  of  premises  treated-rats  and  mice  ...  ...  313 

In  addition  rodent  control  work  was  also  carried  out  incidental 
to  other  activities  of  the  department. 

OFFENSIVE  TRADES. 

There  are  no  offensive  trades  established  within  the  Borough. 

KNACKERS’  YARD. 

The  Knackers’  Yard  in  Molly  Millars  Lane  has  operated  satis¬ 
factorily  during  the  year.  One  case  of  anthrax  was  dealt  with  and 
disposed  of  on  the  premises  in  accordance  with  procedure  laid  down 
under  the  Diseases  of  Animals  Acts. 

SWIMMING  BATHS  AND  POOLS. 

Martin’s  Swimming  Pool  owned  by  the  Borough  Council  oper¬ 
ated  during  the  summer.  Thirty  samples  of  water  were  taken  and 
each  gave  a  satisfactory  result.  The  chlorination  of  the  water  was 
considerably  improved  before  the  opening  of  the  pool  by  increasing 
the  points  at  which  chlorinated  water  entered. 

RIVERS  AND  STREAMS. 

The  supervision  of  rivers  and  streams  has  continued  and  mea¬ 
sures  taken  as  required  to  prevent  their  pollution. 


SUMMARY. 

Summary  of  Inspections  : — 

Meat  Transport  Vehicles  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Bakehouses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Ice  Cream  Premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Other  Eood  Premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  98 

Butchers’  Shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

Dairies  ...  ...  ...  .  .  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Cafes  and  Restaurants  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  25 

Knackers’  Yard  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  30 

Public  Health  Inspections  (Nuisances)  ...  ...  ...  162 

Re-inspections  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  108 

Housing  (Inspections  and  re-inspections)  ...  ...  80 

Moveable  dwellings  ...  ...  ...  ...  .  28 
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Water  supplies  .  28 

Drainage  inspections  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  122 

Rats  and  mice  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  50 

Cesspools  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  18 

Public  Conveniences  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Martin’s  Swimming  Pool  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  30 

Outworkers 

Factories  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  70 

Fried  Fish  Shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Public  Houses  and  places  of  Entertainment  ...  ...  12 

Other  Visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  58 

Infectious  Disease  and  Food  Poisoning  Visits  ...  ...  30 

Number  of  Disinfections  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Verminous  Houses  inspected  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Number  of  Disinfestations  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Council  Houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  304 

Nature  of  Nuisances  dealt  with  during  the  Year: 

Defective  and  insufficient  cesspools  ...  ...  ...  5 

Defective  drains  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  67 

Choked  drains  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  30 

Choked  and  foul  W.C.  pans  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Defective  flushing  cisterns  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Defective  soil  and  ventilation  pipes  ...  ...  ...  2 

Defective  waste  pipes  and  traps  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Defective  Gutters  and  Stackpipes  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Defective  Roofs  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  20 

Defective  Chimney  Stacks  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Damp  Premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  28 

Defective  Floors  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Defective  Grates  and  Coppers  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Defective  Windows,  Skylights  and  Doors  ...  ...  21 

Defective  Plaster  (Walls  and  Ceilings)  ...  ...  ...  3 

Defective  or  Insufficient  Refuse  Receptacles  ...  ...  20 

Offensive  Accumulations  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Defective  Staircases  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Miscellaneous  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  38 

Sanitary  matters  requiring  attention  : 

The  unsatisfactory  method  of  transferring  domestic  refuse 
from  the  dustbin  to  the  collecting  vehicle  by  means  of  open  skips. 

The  provision  of  a  caravan  site  to  meet  the  growing  need  and 
to  effect  some  control  on  caravan  siting. 
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ADMINISTRATION  OF  FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937  to  1959. 

1.  INSPECTIONS  MADE  BY  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR. 


I  Number  of 


Premises 

(1) 

Number  j 
on  1 

Register 

(2) 

Inspections 

(3) 

Written 
Notices  1 

(4) 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(5) 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sec¬ 
tions  1,  2,  3,  4  and  6  are 
to  be  enforced  by  Local 
Authorities  . 

8 

8 

2 

(ii)  Factories  not  included 
in  (1)  in  which  Section 

7  is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority 

64 

52 

4 

(iii)  Other  premises  under 
the  Act  (excluding  out¬ 
workers’  premises) 

19 

12 

TOTAL  . 

91 

72 

6 

— 

2.  CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WERE  FOUND. 


No.  of  Cases  in  which  Defects 


1 

were  found 

Number 

Particulars 

(0 

Found 

(2) 

1  Remedied 

(3) 

Refe 
To  1 
H.M. 
Insp’tr.  1 

(4) 

srred 

By 

H.M. 

Insp’tr. 

(5) 

of  Cases 
in  which 
Prosecu¬ 
tions  were 
instituted 
(6) 

Want  of  Cleanliness  ... 

2 

2 

— 

Overcrowding  . 

Unreasonable  tempera- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

ture  . 

— 

- 

— 

- 

- 

Inadequate  ventilation 
Ineffective  drainage  of 

3 

3 

_ 

2 

— 

floors  . 

Sanitary  Conveniences 

— 

— 

(a)  Insufficient 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 

— 

— 

— 

defective  . 

(c)  Not  separate  for 

4 

4 

■ 

sexes  . 

Others  offences  (not 
including  offences  re- 

lating  to  Outwork  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

TOTAL  . 

9 

1  9 

— 

2 

- 
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PART  VIII  of  the  ACT. 

/ 

OUTWORK  (Sections  110  and  111). 


Nature  of 
Work. 

No.  of 
Out- 
Workers 
in  Aug. 
List 

required 
by  Sect. 
110  (1)  (c) 

No.  of 
Cases  of 
Default  in 
sending 
Lists 
to  the 
Council. 

No.  of 
Prosecu- 
tions  for 
Failure  to 
Supply 
Lists. 

No.  of 
instances 
of  Work 
in  Un¬ 
wholesome 
Premises. 

Notices 

Served 

Prose¬ 

cutions 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

(6) 

(7) 

Wearing 
apparel : 
Making, 
etc. 

_ 

TOTAL 

_ 

- 

_ 

— 

1  - 

JOHN  B.  BOWDEN, 


Public  Health  Inspector. 
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STATISTICS. 

Area  (in  acres)  .  40,828 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  according  to  Rate  Book 

at  31st  March,  1962  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  16,108 

Rateable  Value,  1st  April,  1962  ...  ...  ...  ...  £714,289 

Product  of  a  Penny  Rate  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  £3,050 

Population  (estimated  mid-year)  ...  ...  ...  52,330 

(Census  figure — Population — 51,169). 

Live  Births : 


M 

F 

Total 

Legitimate  ...  ...  554 

500 

1,054 

Illegitimate  ...  ...  17 

10 

27 

Total  ...  ...  ...  571 

510 

1,081 

Live  Birth  Rate  (actual)  (per  1,000  population) 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

20.6 

Live  Birth  Rate  (corrected)  (per  1,000  population) 

•  >  •  •  a  • 

20.0 

Illegitimate  live  births  per  cent  of  total  live  births 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

2.5 

Still  Births : 

M 

F 

Total 

6 

9 

15 

Still  Birth  Rate  (per  1,000  live  and  still  births) 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

13.7 

Total  Live  and  Still  Births 

... 

1,096 

Infant  Deaths  : 

M 

F 

Total 

Legitimate  ...  ...  16 

11 

27 

Illegitimate  ...  ...  - 

— 

— 

Total  ...  ...  ...  16 

11 

27 

Infant  Death  Rate  (per  1,000  live  births)  : 

Legitimate  ^  ... 

•  •  • 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

25.6 

Illegitimate 

•  •  • 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

0.0 

TTotal  ...  ...  ...  ... 

•  •  • 

•  *  •  •  •  • 

25.0 

Neo-natal  Death  Rate  (deaths  under  4  weeks  per  1,000 

live  births) 

•  •  • 

•  •  •  •  *  « 

18.5 

Early  neo-natal  Death  Rate  (deaths  under 

1  week 

per  1,000 

live  births) 

•  •  • 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

16.7 

Perinatal  Death  Rate  (Still  Births  and  Deaths  under  1  week 

combined  per  1,000  live  and  still  births)  ... 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

30.1 

Maternal  Deaths 

«  •  • 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

Nil. 

Maternal  Death  Rate  (per  1,000  live  and  still  births) 

Nil. 

Deaths  (All  Causes)  : 

M 

F 

Total 

238 

256 

494 

Death  Rate  (actual)  (per  1,000  population) 

•  •  • 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

9.4 

Death  Rate  (corrected)  (per  1,000  population) 

«  •  •  •  •  • 

11.4 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  (Other  than  Tuberculosis). 


Typhoid  Fever 

•  •  • 

0 

Paratyphoid  Fever 

0 

Meningococcal  Infection  ... 

0 

Scarlet  Fever 

8 

Whooping  Cough 

22 

Diphtheria 

0 

Erysipelas 

3 

Smallpox 

0 

Measles 

790 

Pneumonia 

9 

Acute  Poliomyelitis : 

(a)  Paralytic 

0 

(b)  Non-paralytic 

0 

Food  Poisoning 

6 

Dysentery 

89 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  ... 

4 

NOTIFICATIONS  OF 

TUBERCULOSIS 

Pulmonary 

Non -pulmonary 

Age  Groups 

M 

F 

M 

F 

Under  5  years 

1 

— 

— 

— 

5-14  years 

1 

— 

— 

— 

15-24  „  . 

1 

— 

— 

1 

25-44  „  . 

2 

2 

1 

— 

45-64  ,,  . 

1 

1 

— 

1 

65  and  over 

— 

2 

— 

— 

Totals 

6 

5 

1 

2 

DEATH  RATES  (Per  1,000  Population) 


Tuberculosis : 

(a)  Respiratory  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0.00 

(b)  Other  Forms  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0.00 

(c)  All  Forms  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0.00 

Typhoid  Fever  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0.00 

Paratyphoid  Fever  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0.00 

Whooping  Cough  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0.00 

Diphtheria  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0.00 

Influenza  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0.06 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  and  Polioencephalitis  ...  ...  ...  0.00 

Pneumonia  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0.49 

Measles  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0.00 


IMMUNISATION 

The  number  of  children  who  were  immunised  against  Diph¬ 
theria  and  Whooping  Cough  during  the  year  is  as  follows : — 
Diphtheria : 

Primary  injections  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  892 

Re-inforcing  injections  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  490 
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Whooping  Cough : 

Primary  injections  .  760 

Re-inforcing  injections  .  284 

The  number  of  people  vaccinated  against  Smallpox  during  the 
year  was : — 

Primary  vaccinations  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  737 

Re-vaccinations . 92 


The  number  of 

children  and 

adults  who 

received  injections 

against  poliomyelitis 

is  as  follows : 

— 

Age  Groups 

1st  &  2nd 

3rd 

4th 

Injections 

Injections 

Injections 

6  mths, — -15  yrs.  ... 

1,284 

1,029 

16 — 28  yrs  ... 

338 

374 

29 — 41  yrs.  ... 

1,149 

1,942 

42  and  over  ... 
Children  5 — 12  yrs. 

92 

45 

2,870 

CAUSES  OF  DEATH  IN  WOKINGHAM  RURAL  DISTRICT,  1961 


Causes  of  Death. 

Male 

Female 

All  Causes 

238 

256 

1.  Tuberculosis,  respiratory  . 

_ 

2.  Tuberculosis,  other  . 

3.  Syphilitic  disease  . 

_ 

4.  Diphtheria  . 

_ 

5.  Whooping  Cough  . 

_ 

_ 

6.  Meningococcal  infections  . 

— 

— 

7.  Acute  poliomyelitis  . 

— 

_ 

8.  Measles  . 

_ 

9.  Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

1 

10.  Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach  . 

8 

6 

11.  Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 

16 

1 

12.  Malignant  neoplasm,  breast  . 

_ _ 

10 

13.  Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus  . 

_ 

8 

14.  Other  malignant  and  lymphatic 

neoplasms  . 

23 

20 

15.  Leukaemia,  Aleukaemia  . 

1 

1 

16.  Diabetes  . 

— 

2 

17.  Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system  ... 

25 

47 

18.  Coronary  disease,  angina  . 

57 

36 

19.  Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

6 

2 

20.  Other  heart  diseases  . 

14 

34 

21.  Other  circulatory  diseases  . 

13 

13 

22.  Influenza  . 

2 

1 

23.  Pneumonia  . 

12 

14 

24.  Bronchitis  . 

12 

7 

25.  Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

2 

1 

26.  Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

2 

2 

27.  Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

2 

2 

28.  Nephritis  and  nephrosis  . 

2 

1 

29.  Hyperplasia  of  prostate  . 

4 

— 

30.  Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

— 

1 

31.  Congenital  malformations  . 

3 

3 

32.  Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

17 

29 

33.  Motor  vehicle  accidents  . 

5 

7 

34.  All  other  accidents . 

6 

7 

35.  Suicide  . 

5 

1 

36.  Homicide  and  operations  of  war 

- 

- 
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REPORT  OF  THE  CHIEF  ENGINEER. 

SEWERAGE  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL. 

The  relief  sewer  from  Beech  Lane,  Earley,  through  the  Maiden 
Erlegh  Housing  Estate  was  completed  in  February  and  this  en¬ 
abled  the  Beech  Lane  Sewage  Pumping  Station  to  be  taken  out 
of  service. 

The  construction  of  sewers  at  Woodley  Green  and  The  Cit}'' 
(Parish  of  Woodley  and  Sandford)  and  the  erection  of  a  pumping 
station  at  Tippings  Lane  was  completed  in  August.  This  made 
redundant  the  communal  septic  tank  known  as  Martin’s  Tank,  the 
last  of  the  pre-war  sewage  disposal  arrangements. 

The  contractors  engaged  on  the  construction  of  sewers  at 
Merryhill  Green  Area,  Parishes  of  Winnersh  and  Hurst,  abandoned 
the  contract  through  financial  difficulties  in  February.  This  has 
materially  delayed  the  completion  of  the  scheme.  Work  re-com¬ 
menced  in  July  and  the  first  section  at  Arbor  Lane,  Winnersh, 
came  into  operation  in  November.  The  whole  scheme  is  now 
expected  to  be  completed  in  February,  1962. 

In  connection  with  new  development  at  Ravenswood  Avenue, 
Parish  of  Wokingham  Without,  a  small  sewage  ejector  station 
and  sewers  were  taken  over  in  August  from  the  builders  under 
the  provisions  of  Section  17  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936. 
Numerous  lengths  of  sewers  on  new  building  estates  in  various 
parts  of  the  District  have  also  become  vested  in  the  Council  under 
this  section  of  the  1936  Act. 

Enlargement  of  Marsh  Farm  .Sewage  Disposal  Works  com¬ 
menced  in  June.  The  present  plant,  completed  in  1955,  was  design¬ 
ed  to  deal  with  a  dry  weather  flow  of  400,000  gallons  per  day  and 
is  now  having  to  treat  nearly  Uvice  this  amount.  The  maintenance 
of  a  satisfactory  effluent,  particularly  whilst  constructional  work 
is  in  progress,  is  thus  a  matter  of  the  utmost  difficulty.  When  the 
present  contract  is  completed,  which  it  is  hoped  will  be  in  Novem¬ 
ber,  1962,  the  plant  will  be  capable  of  treating  a  daily  dry  weather 
flow  of  I  J  million  gallons. 

On  28th  March  an  informal  enquiry  was  held  by  one  of  the 
Minister’s  Senior  Engineering  Inspectors  into  the  outline  scheme 
prepared  for  sewerage  and  sewage  disposal  (estimated  to  cost 
£253,000)  for  parts  of  the  Parishes  of  Barkham  and  Finchampstead 
and  Wokingham  Without.  The  proposals  were  generally  accept¬ 
able  but  detailed  design  was  delayed  pending  a  decision  from  the 
War  Office  as  to  the  future  of  the  sewage  disposal  works  serving 
the  military  establishment  at  Arborfield.  In  August  it  was  learnt 
that  the  War  Department  wish  the  sewage  from  this  establishment 
to  be  taken  into  the  Council’s  sewers.  This  has  materially  altered 
the  size  of  the  works  to  be  provided  and  detailed  designs  are  now 
in  hand. 
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September  saw  the  start  of  the  next  stage  of  the  Shinfield 
Sewerage  Scheme  covering  School  Green  and  Three  Mile  Cross. 

Schemes  of  foul  sewerage  have  been  prepared  and  approved 
by  the  Council  and  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government 
as  follows : — 

(a)  West  Drive  and  Old  Bath  Road,  Parishes  of  Sonning  and 
Woodley  and  Sandford. 

(b)  Augmentation  of  foul  sewers  (including  additional  pump¬ 
ing  station  at  Loddon  Bridge),  Parish  of  Woodley  and 
Sandford. 

(c)  Short  sewer  extension  to  drain  15  properties  at  Eversley 
Road,  Arborheld,  into  the  War  Department  sewers. 

SURFACE  WATER  DRAINAGE. 

The  year  saw  the  completion  of  the  new  trunk  surface  water 
sewer  for  the  Bulmershe  and  Tippings  Lane  area  of  Woodley  and 
Sandford  Parish. 

Apart  from  this,  constructional  work  on  surface  water  drain¬ 
age  has  been  confined  to  that  done  by  developers  in  conjunction 
with  laying  out  building  sites  in  various  parts  of  the  District. 

A  small  scheme  for  draining  part  of  the  Merryhill  Green  Area 
of  Winnersh  Parish  was  prepared  and  received  Ministerial  ap¬ 
proval  during  the  year. 

A  scheme  for  a  satisfactory  outfall  for  the  surface  water  sewer 
at  Colemansmoor  in  the  Parish  of  Woodley  and  Sandford  was  pre¬ 
pared  and  submitted  for  approval.  This  includes  the  construction 
of  a  54in.  dia.  inverted  syphon  under  the  River  Loddon.  The 
scheme  is,  however,  delayed  at  present  whilst  certain  negotiations 
take  place  with  the  main  landowner  affected. 


G.  S.  DANIELL,  M.I.Mun.C,  M.I.P.H.E. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 

WET  SCAVENGING. 

(a)  COLLECTION. 

This  scheme  met  with  considerable  trouble  during  the  year. 
Many  new  properties  not  connected  to  main  drainage  are  still  be¬ 
ing  occupied  but  it  was  hoped  that  cesspool  emptiers  released  from 
more  areas  where  main  drainage  has  been  installed  would  be 
transferred  to  cope  with  development  taking  place  particularly  in 
the  parishes  of  Finchampstead,  Wokingham  Without  and  Hurst. 
However,  main  drainage  stopped  in  Winnersh  and  was  delayed  in 
Shinheld  due  to  default  by  the  contractors  and  the  cesspool  empty¬ 
ing  service  became  strained  to  the  limit.  Saturday  working  was 
re-started  and  the  vehicles,  although  getting  older,  were  almost 
continuously  employed.  The  replacement  of  the  old  1,000  gallon 
Dennis  emptier  by  a  Karrier  of  1,500  gallons  capacity  helped  to 
ease  the  situation.  The  following  shoves  the  comparison  of  work 


done  with  that  iti  the  previous  year: — 

I960 

1961 

No.  of  vehicle  hours  worked 

11,113 

11,198 

No.  of  miles  travelled 

81,785 

81,296 

No.  of  gallons  fuel  used 

7,542 

7,701 

No.  of  tanks  emptied 

10,625 

11,134 

Length  of  hose  used  (feet) 

934,960 

957,290 

No.  of  gallons  sewage  disposed  of 

13,148,825 

13,507,425 

An  additional  vehicle,  over  the  six  used  in  1960,  came  into  use 
in  September  1961  but  the  above  figures  show  that  in  spite  of  main 
drainage,  cesspool  emptying  is  a  much  needed  service  and  will 
continue  to  be  so  for  many  years  to  come. 

The  fleet  is  getting  older,  with  one  vehicle  12  years  and  two 
more  10  years  old,  and  a  replacement  programme  has  been  decided 
upon.  No  doubt  from  the  excellent  results  obtained  from  the 
larger  capacity  tanker  this  type  of  vehicle  will  be  used. 

(b)  DISPOSAL. 

The  following  table  shows  the  amounts  of  cesspool  sewage 
disposed  of  at  the  various  sites  compared  ^^'ith  the  previous  year: — 


Site 

1960 

1961 

Gipsy  Lane 

3,316,600 

3,454,900 

Colemansrnoor 

3,167,575 

2,548,325 

Farley  Hill  . 

508,200 

462,000 

Field  Sites 

1,773,525 

1 ,487,625 

Wokingham  r)Orough  Se^vers 
Wokingham  Rural  Sewers  : 

1,759,825 

2,108,325 

King  Street  Lane 

2,623,100 

2,708,525 

Loddon  Drive  ... 

13,148,825 

747,725 

13,507,425 
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It  will  be  noted  that  there  has  been  some  slight  reduction  in 
the  amount  of  sewage  tipped  upon  the  sites  specially  reserved  for 
cesspool  contents  and  on  fields.  The  amount  disposed  of  into 
sewers  shows  an  increase  of  almost  1  million  gallons. 

This  is  a  step  in  the  right  direction  as  field  sites  and  open  land 
treatment  cannot  be  described  as  satisfactory  in  an  area  which  is 
increasingly  being  built  up. 

Slightly  more  use  of  the  Loddon  Drive  site  and  the  introduc¬ 
tion  of  a  cesspool  tipping  bay  in  the  Shinfield  area  should  see  an 
even  greater  volume  of  cesspool  sewage  disposed  of  into  sewers 
in  1962. 

The  site  at  Winnersh  has  not  been  used  during  the  year  but 
is  being  kept  in  readiness  should  the  arrangements  with  Wok¬ 
ingham  Borough  to  take  cesspool  sewage  from  the  Wokingham 
Without/Finchampstead  area  be  discontinued. 

Part  of  the  site  at  Gipsy  Lane  has  been  taken  over  by  the 
Marsh  Farm  Sewage  Works  extension  and  it  is  hoped  that  this 
site  will  be  little  used  when  the  Shinfield  tank  is  in  operation. 

MAIN  DRAINAGE—SEWER  CONNECTIONS. 

Although  not  many  connections  were  made  to  the  public  sewer 
from  existing  premises  a  considerable  amount  of  preparatory  work 
has  taken  place  in  the  Winnersh  and  Shinfield  areas,  the  results  of 
which  will  be  apparent  in  next  year’s  report. 

No.  of  notices  that  sewer  is  available  delivered  to  exist¬ 
ing  properties  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  60 

No.  of  existing  properties  connected  to  public  sewer  ...  69 

DRY  SCAVENGING. 

(a)  COLLECTION. 

A  further  increase  in  the  number  of  properties  given  a  back¬ 
door  collection  was  made  during  the  year.  Out  of  a  total  of  40 
routes  32  now  have  a  backdoor  collection  where  the  dustman  takes 
the  bin  from  the  rear  of  the  property,  empties  it  and  leaves  the 
empty  bin  at  or  near  the  front  gate. 

The  refuse  collection  fleet  consists  of  4  S  &  D  and  3  Karriers 
16/18  cubic  yard  two  way  tipping  vehicles,  one  Bedford  Compress- 
more  type  of  12/20  cubic  yard  capacity.  The  spare  vehicle,  an 
S.D.  20  yard  moving  floor  vehicle,  is  now  12  years’  old  and  in  urgent 
need  of  replacement. 

The  rapid  growth  of  the  number  of  properties,  mainly  domes¬ 
tic,  is  commented  upon  elsewhere  in  this  report  but  the  impact  of 
this  is  immediately  felt  in  the  scavenging  services. 

The  bonus  system  for  employees  engaged  on  refuse  collection 
allows  this  growth  to  be  taken  up  with  the  least  amount  of  dis¬ 
organisation.  In  spite  of  this  another  vehicle  will  shortly  be  re- 
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quired.  The  labour  situation  is  not  yet  easy,  but  in  my  opinion 
the  operation  of  a  bonus  system  has  enabled  the  Council  to  retain 
the  majority  of  their  staff. 


(b)  DISPOSAL. 

Disposal  is  now  carried  out  by  controlled  tipping.  The  effects 
of  crude  tipping  put  into  operation  last  year  have  now  been  over¬ 
come  and  the  rodent  population  reduced  to  a  negligible  amount. 
Responsible,  under  the  foreman,  for  tipping  are  one  tipman,  an 
International  bulldozer  and  driver  and  a  Weatherill  shovel  and 
driver.  Also  used  part-time  on  this  job  is  one  Bedford  lorry  which 
transports  by  trailer  the  bulldozer  from  site  to  site,  and  carries 
covering  material  from  the  digging  site  to  the  tip  face. 


Two  sites  have  mostly  been  used  as  indicated  by  the  following 
table : — 


Site. 

Watmore  Lane  Depot 
Ham  River  Pits 
Mole  Road 
Hyde  End  Road 


1960/61 

1961/62 

26,864 

98 

52,817 

76,710 

3,740 

— 

908 

15,485 

84,329 

92,293 

The  above  figures  show  the  cubic  yardage  as  brought  in  by 
the  lorries.  As  will  be  seen,  the  heavy  usage  of  the  site  adjoining 
the  Ham  River  works  has  meant  that  this  tip  is  rapidly  filling.  The 
Council  are  actively  pursuing  the  purchase  of  additional  land  ad¬ 
joining  the  present  site.  There  are  about  4  acres  left  but  at  least  2 
are  covered  with  soil  and  silt  to  an  average  depth  of  about  6ft.  This 
is  most  useful  for  covering  but  cannot  be  excavated  fast  enough 
to  allow  the  maximum  depth  of  tipping.  In  order  to  preserve  this, 
more  land  Avas  leased  in  the  Shinfield  parish  off  the  Hyde  End  Road 
and  a  start  was  made  by  tipping  on  Mondays  and  Tuesdays.  This 
tip  presented  some  difficulties  with  water  but  ditching  around  the 
site  has  now  been  completed  and  should  enable  two  thirds  of  the 
area  to  be  completed  throughout  the  winter.  The  remaining  third 
is  deeper  with  about  three  feet  of  water  and  this  Avill  have  to  be 
pumped  dry  next  year  to  enable  tipping  to  continue. 

The  plant  previously  mentioned  for  disposal  purposes  has  also 
been  used  for  other  earth  moving  jobs  at  other  Council  sites  dur¬ 
ing  the  year. 

Scrap  iron  is  the  only  item  of  salvage  noAv  disposed  of  and 
during  the  years  33|  tons  were  sold  resulting  in  an  income  of 
£138  17s.  6d. 


29 

Wokingham  Rural  District 

SUMMARY  OF  SANITARY  INSPECTIONS. 

Lists  of  Visits  Made. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT. 

Inspections  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  196 

Re-inspections  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  385 

Moveable  Dwellings  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  727 

Drainage  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,324 

Verminous  Houses  Inspected  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Disinfestations  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Schools  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  45 

Licensed  Houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  55 

Nursing  Homes  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal  ...  ...  ...  ...  81 

Swimming  Pools  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Pig  Sties  ...  ...  ...  ...  .  ...  9 

Infectious  Disease  Visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  215 

Infectious  Disease  Disinfections  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

Visits  re  Water  Supply  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  29 

Water  Samples  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

HOUSING  ACT. 

Inspections  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  51 

Re-inspections  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  249 

Overcrowding  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

RENT  ACT. 

Inspections  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Re-inspections  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

FOOD  PREMISES. 

Dairies  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Bakehouses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Bakers’  and  Confectioners’  Shops  ...  ...  ...  10 

Butchers’  Shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  52 

Canteens  and  Catering  Establishments  ...  ...  ...  122 

Confectioners  (Sweets)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  16 

Fried  Fish  Shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  17 

Grocers  and  General  Provision  Shops  ...  ...  ...  155 

Hotels  and  Licensed  Premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  68 

Stalls  and  other  vehicles  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  50 

Slaughterhouses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

Wet  Fish  Shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

DISEASES  OF  ANIMALS— WASTE  FOOD  ORDER. 

No.  of  persons  holding  licences  under: — 

(a)  The  Diseases  of  Animals  (Waste  Food)  Order,  1957  8 

(b)  The  Diseases  of  Animals  (Licensing  of  Waste  Food 

Sterilisation  Plant)  Order,  1954  ...  ...  ...  11 

Inspections  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  45 
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FACTORIES  ACT. 

With  Mechanical  Power  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  96 

Without  Mechanical  Power  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Outworkers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  25 


NOTICES. 

No.  of  Informal  notices  served  during  the  year 

No.  of  Informal  notices  outstanding  from  1960 

No.  of  Informal  notices  complied  with  during  the  year 

No.  of  Informal  notices  outstanding  at  end  of  year  ... 

No.  of  Formal  notices  served  during  the  year 

No.  of  Formal  notices  outstanding  at  end  of  year  ... 

Work  carried  out  by  Focal  Authority  in  default 


194 

2 

181 

15 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil. 


HOUSING. 

COUNCIL  HOUSES  —  BUILDING  PROGRESS 
Position  at  31st  December,  1961. 


Pre- 

1939 

Built 

1944 

Com¬ 

pleted 

Post- 

War 

Under 

Con¬ 

struction 

Approved 

Total 

Arborfield 

38 

2 

42 

- 

- 

82 

Barkham 

8 

- 

14 

- 

— 

22 

Earley 

4 

— 

— 

- 

- 

4 

Finchampstead . 

25 

- 

42 

- 

— 

67 

Hurst  . 

22 

— 

26 

- 

— 

48 

Remenham 

- 

— 

8 

— 

- 

8 

Ruscombe  . 

31 

— 

77 

- 

— 

108 

Shinfield 

56 

- 

246 

- 

102 

404 

Sonning  . 

34 

- 

16 

— 

— 

50 

Swallowfield 

39 

2 

19 

- 

6 

66 

Twyford . 

36 

- 

64 

60 

— 

160 

Wargrave  . 

46 

— 

115 

- 

— 

161 

Winnersh 

18 

— 

41 

- 

— 

59 

Wokingham  Without  ... 

15 

2 

73 

— 

— 

90 

Woodley  . 

25 

2 

474 

- 

— 

501 

397 

8 

1,257 

60 

108 

1,830 

Wokingham  Rural  District 

HOUSING  WAITING  LIST 
Annual  Review — December,  1961. 


Parish.  1960 

Arborfield  and  Newlands  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Barkham  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Earley  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  32 

Finchampstead  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  17 

Hurst  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  20 

Remenham  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Ruscombe  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Shinfield  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  70 

Sonning  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

Swallowfield  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  27 

Twyford  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  45 

Wargrave  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  38 

Winnersh  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  33 

Wokingham  Without  ...  ...  ...  ...  46 

Woodley  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  75 


443 


31 


1961 

19 

11 

49 

22 

28 

10 

3 

88 

15 

29 

44 

42 

40 

61 

82 


543 


HOUSING  STATISTICS 

The  Councihs  Surveyor,  Mr.  G.  R.  Tween,  A.R.I.C.S.,  reports 
that ; — 

The  number  of  depoaited  plans  submitted  under  Town  Plann¬ 
ing  and/or  Byelaw  consideration  for  the  year  1961  is  as  follows : — 


Outline  application  for  housing  development  ...  ...  344 

Detailed  plans  for  housing  development  ...  ...  ...  229 

Detailed  plans  for  alterations  and  additions  to  existing 
dwellings,  for  conversions,  business  premises,  large 
garages  and  new  accesses,  etc.  ...  ...  ...  ...  278 

Advertisement  signs  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Factory  Building  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

Local  Authority  development  ...  ...  ...  ...  20 

Schools  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  23 

Working  of  minerals  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Development  by  statutory  undertakers  ...  ...  ...  0 

Permitted  development  re  small  alterations  to  existing 

dwellings,  new  drainage  systems  and  small  garages  637 
(Byelaws  only). 

Overhead  electricity  lines  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 


1,568 


(1960  total  1,502). 
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The  number  of  private  houses  completed  in  1961  and  under 


construction  on  31st  December,  1961  is  as  follows: — 

Parish. 

Completed 

Under 

Con- 

struction 

Remenham 

1 

— 

Arborfield 

15 

— 

Barkham 

7 

— 

Earley 

274 

38 

Finchampstead 

35 

10 

Hurst 

5 

4 

Ruscombe 

15 

10 

Shinfield 

15 

20 

Sonning 

2 

— 

Swallowfield 

7 

— 

Twyford 

62 

20 

Wargrave 

31 

31 

Winnersh 

17 

D 

Wokingham  Without 

216 

83' 

Woodley 

343 

140 

1,045 

361 

1960  Total 

869 

428 

HOUSING  INSPECTIONS 

Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  for  defects 

(under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts)  ...  ...  251 

SLUM  CLEARANCE  PROGRAMME 

The  following  shows  the  action  taken  during  the  year  in  con¬ 
nection  with  the  above  programme  : — 

(1)  No.  of  houses  demolished  not  in  Clearance  Areas 
as  a  result  of  formal  procedure  under  Section  17 


(1)  Housing  Act,  1957  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

No.  of  persons  displaced  ...  ...  ...  ...  38 

No.  of  families  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

(2)  No.  of  unfit  houses  closed  under  Sections  16  (4), 

17  (1)  and  35  (1)  Housing  Act,  1957  ...  ...  7 

No.  of  persons  displaced  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

No.  of  families  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 


(3)  No.  of  unfit  houses  and  houses  in  which  defects 
were  remedied : — 

After  informal  notice  by  Local  Authority 


16 
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After  formal  notice  under: — 

(1)  Public  Health  Acts  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

(2)  Sections  9  and  16  Housing  Act,  1957  ...  ...  5 

Under  Section  24  Housing  Act,  1957  ...  ...  6 

MOVEABLE  DWELLINGS 

It  has  been  possible  during  the  current  year  to  assess  the 
workings  of  the  Caravan  Sites  and  Control  of  Development  Act, 
1960.  The  original  applications  made  at  the  end  of  1960  were  dealt 
with  early  in  1961.  In  all,  121  applications  for  licences  were  dealt 
with  during  the  year.  One  site  was  given  permanent  permission 
for  33  vans,  4  sites  were  given  permission  for  15  years,  involving 
89  caravans,  4  sites  were  given  running-down  permission  involving 
74  caravans.  The  remainder  were  given  short  term  planning  per¬ 
mission  mostly  for  one  year  but  in  some  cases  extending  to  5  years. 

Not  included  in  the  above  is  the  site  for  25  caravans  at  Cali¬ 
fornia  in  England,  Finchampstead,  which  has  been  purchased  by 
the  Council  with  permission  extended  to  80  caravans  and  at  pre¬ 
sent  housing  30  caravans.  The  site  at  Winnersh  owned  by  the 
Council  was  not  proceeded  with  during  the  current  year  as  the 
main  drainage  was  not  available. 

The  present  figures  show  a  reduction  in  licenced  caravans  of 
16  from  that  of  two  years  ago  and  in  no  way  indicate  the  demand 
for  this  type  of  housing  in  the  area. 


The  following  table  gives  the  position  at  the  end  of  the  year, 
showing  in  each  parish  the  number  of  caravans  licenced. 


Running 

down 

per¬ 

mission 

1  yr. 

per¬ 

mission 

1-5  yrs. 

per¬ 

mission 

15  yr 
per¬ 
mission 

Perma¬ 

nent 

permis¬ 

sion 

Total 

Arborfield  &  Newlands 

— 

2 

— 

- 

-• 

2 

Barkham  . 

— 

1 

7 

- 

— 

8 

Earley  . 

- 

— 

— 

— 

- 

— 

Finchampstead . 

9 

11 

12 

50 

- 

82 

Hurst  . 

— 

4 

2 

- 

— 

6 

Remenham 

- 

1 

— 

- 

7 

8 

Ruscombe  . 

— 

- 

— 

- 

— 

— 

Shinfield  ... 

50 

9 

27 

16 

— 

102 

Sonning  . 

— 

1 

1 

— 

- 

2 

Swallowfield  . 

— 

1 

1 

- 

33 

35 

Twyford  ...  . 

— 

2 

— 

- 

— 

2 

Wargrave  . 

— 

2 

2 

6 

- 

10 

Winnersh  . 

15 

6 

— 

49 

- 

70 

Wokingham  Without  ... 

— 

10 

7 

- 

- 

17 

Woodley . 

— 

21 

6 

— 

— 

27 

Total  . 

74 

71 

65 

121 

40 

371 

The  above  include  37  caravans  for  summer  use  only. 
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FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1955. 

FOOD  HYGIENE. 

The  standards  of  food  hygiene  have  been  well  maintained 
during  the  year  and  no  formal  action  was  deemed  necessary 
against  food  traders.  A  significant  feature  is  now  the  number  of 
quick-frozen  food  cabinets  which  have  been  installed  in  the  retail 
shops  throughout  the  district.  This  new  innovation  is  not  without 
its  problems  and  the  following  points  are  of  cardinal  importance  : — 

1.  Regular  service  of  cabinets  by  qualified  mechanics. 

2.  New  stock  should  be  placed  in  the  cabinet  immediately  on 
receipt. 

3.  Contents  should  not  be  stacked  above  the  “load  line.” 

4.  Temperature  should  be  checked  daily. 

5.  Defrosting  should  be  undertaken  weekly. 

6.  Rotation  of  stock  should  become  a  regular  practice. 

7.  Damaged  stock,  deteriorated  stock  through  breakdown, 
should  be  immediately  removed  from  cabinet. 

8.  Re-frozen  stock  should  not  be  submitted  for  sale. 

The  frozen  food  industry  is  making  an  appreciable  contribu¬ 
tion  to  the  vital  task  of  feeding  the  nation  and  every  effort  must 
be  made  to  educate  retailers  and  “the  public”  in  the  correct  hand¬ 
ling  of  frozen  food. 


ICE-CREAM 

No.  of  applications  for  Registration  of  premises,  under 
Section  16  of  the  Eood  and  Drugs  Act,  1955  for  the 
Sale  of  Ice-Cream  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

UNSOUND  FOOD. 

2  Tins  Unox  Port  Puncheon  Meat — 41bs.  each. 

1  Tin  Corned  Beef — Uruguay — 61bs. 

1  Tin  Minced  Pork — Yugoslavia. 

12  lbs.  English  Pork  (Loins). 

1 — 21b.  8oz.  Peeled  Tomatoes — product  of  Bulgaria. 

I5lbs.  Uncooked  Pig  Hocks. 

401bs.  Boned,  Rolled  and  Cooked  Pork. 

1 — 111b.  Boned  Ham — product  of  Holland. 

69  Packets  Frozen  Peas. 
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14  Packets  Frozen  Beans. 

5  Packets  Frozen  Chopped  Spinach. 

Also  condemned  was  a  quantity  of  various  frozen  foodstuffs 
which  became  unwholesome  due  to  an  electrical  breakdown. 


SLAUGHTERHOUSES. 
Number  of  visits  to  Slaughterhouses  ... 

Animals  inspected : — 

Pigs 

^^heep  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Calves  ...  ...  ...  ... 


12 

169 

9 

2 


CLOSURE  OF  SLAUGHTERHOUSE. 

The  Slaughterhouse  (Hygiene)  Regulations  (Appointed  Day)  Order, 

1961  and  the  Slaughter  of  Animals  (Prevention  of  Cruelty) 
Regulations  (Appointed  Day)  Order,  1961, 

The  above  named  orders  came  into  force  on  the  1st  April,  1961 
and  the  licence  issued  to  Mr.  F.  V.  Franklin  in  respect  of  the 
slaughterhouse  at  London  Road,  Twyford,  expired  on  the  31st 
March,  1961.  No  killing  has  taken  place  since  that  date. 


NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  1948 

Section  50. 

Two  burials  were  undertaken  during  the  year  under  the 
above  Act. 


PEST  CONTROL. 

No.  of  complaints  received 
No.  of  inspections  carried  out 
No.  of  properties  found  infested  with: — 
Rats  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Mice 
Foxes 
Squirrels 
Bees 
Moles 
Wasps 
Flies 

ats  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 


661 

2,975 

1,007 

91 

1 

4 

4 

8 

84 

11 

4 
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Snakes  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

T1  i"  Q  ^ 

Fleas  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Mosquitoes  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Other  Pests  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  20 

No.  of  infested  properties  treated  by  the  occupiers 
under  supervision  of  Rodent  Officer : — 

Mice  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Moles  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Wasps  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

Ants  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Carpet  Beetles  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Rabbits  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Bats  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Badgers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Other  Pests  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

No.  of  infested  properties  treated  by  Local  Authority 
including  treatments  from  previous  year : — 

Mice  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  89 

Rats  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,062 

Wasps  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  73 

Flies  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Other  Pests  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  19 

No.  of  complaints  transferred  to  Ministry  of 

Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food  for  action  : — 

1  s  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Rabbits  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

No.  of  re-inspections  carried  out  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,724 
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ADMINISTRATION  OF  FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937  to  1959 

1.  INSPECTIONS  MADE  BY  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTORS. 


Number  of 

Premises. 

(1) 

Number 

on 

Register 

(2) 

Inspections 

(3) 

Written 

Notices 

(4) 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(5) 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sec¬ 
tions  1,  2,  3,  4,  and  6 
are  to  be  enforced  by 
Local  Authorities 

6 

7 

(ii)  Factories  not  included 
in  (i)  in  which  Section 

7  is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority 

96 

43 

(iii)  Other  premises  under 
the  Act  (excluding  Out¬ 
workers’  premises) 

■ 

. 

Total 

102 

50 

- 

— 

2.  CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WERE  FOUND. 


Number  of  Cases  in  which 

Number 

Defects  were  Found. 

of 

Cases 

Referred 

in  which 

Particulars. 

Found 

Remedied 

Prosecu- 

To 

By 

tions  were 

H.M. 

H.M, 

instituted. 

Insp’tr. 

Insp’tr. 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

(6) 

Want  of  cleanliness  . 

- 

- 

- 

— 

- 

Overcrowding  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  temperature 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate  ventilation 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ineffective  drainage  of 

floors  . 

- 

— 

— 

— 

- 

Sanitary  Conveniences : 

(a)  Insufficient  . 

- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defec- 

tive  . 

10 

10 

— 

- 

— 

(c)  Not  separate  for 

sexes  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  offences  (not  includ- 

ing  offences  relating  to 

Outwork)  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

10 

1 

10 

- 

- 

- 

38 


Wokingham  Rufral  District 


PART  VIII  of  the  ACT. 
OUTWORK  (Sections  110  and  111). 


No.  of 

No.  of 

Out- 

Cases  of 

Workers 

Default  in 

in  Aug, 

sending 

List 

Lists 

required 

to  the 

Nature  of 

by  Sect. 

Council. 

Work. 

110  (1)  (c) 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

Wearing 
apparel  : 
Making, 
etc. 

Furniture 

24 

— 

and  up¬ 
holstery 

1 

- 

TOTAL 

25 

No.  of 

No.  of 

Notices 

Prose- 

Prosecu- 

Instances 

Served 

cutions 

ticns  for 

of  Work 

Failure  to 

in  Un- 

Supply 

wholesome 

Lists. 

Premises. 

(4) 

(5) 

(6) 

(7) 

- 

- 

- 

_ 

- 

D.  EVANS, 


Chief  Public  Health  Inspector. 
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